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TOWN

OFFICERS
MODERATOR
Term Expires March 1990

James G. Dodge

SELECTMEN
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991

Erving A. LeCain
James E. Trow
James P. Sweeney-

TOWN CLERK
Term Expires March 1989

Cheryl L. Woods

TOWN TREASURER
Term Expires March 1989

Joyce L. Miner
TAX COLLECTOR

Term Expires March 1989

Denise P. French

ROAD AGENT

Term Expires March 1989

Mark S. Chase

LIBRARY TRUSTEES

Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1991

Elaine Barrett
Joseph MacGregor
David Glynn

Roy Johnson
John French
Timothy Hogue

WATER & SEWER COMMISSIONERS
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1990
FIRE CHIEFS

John French, Chief
Donald Taylor, 1st Deputy
Lawrence Seneschal, 2nd Deputy

Frank Cordelle

Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1989

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
Term Expires March 1991

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator

Appointed
By
Moderator
For
One Year

Peter Eppig
Dennis McKenney
Jane Tazelaar
Barbara Varnum
Russell Young

RECYCLING COMMITTEE
Joint with Antrim and Francestown
Elaine Barrett

Carrie Whittemore

Russell Young
Elizabeth Chase
Herman Skinner

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1994

Roy Johnson
Paul Kyte
Joy Levesque

Barbara Huntley

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991
OFFICER OF PUBLIC WELFARE
Term Expires March 1989

TOWN HALL JANITOR
Term Expires March 1989

Timothy Hogue
SEXTON
Selectmen
CHIEF OF POLICE

Appointed

David E. Mancini

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Appointed

Lorraine A. Mazur
CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Selectmen
PLANNING BOARD
Appointed by Selectmen

Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term

Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires

March
March
March
March
March
March

1989
1990
1990
1991
1992
1991

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Appointed by Selectmen
Term
Russell Young
Term
Dennis McKenney
Term
Joseph MacGregor
Term
David Barrett
Term
John Cronin, III
Term
Elizabeh Chase, Alternate
Term
John French, Alternate

Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires

March
March
March
March
March
March
March

1989
1990
1991
1992
1993

Wayne Roy
Elaine Barrett
James Trow, ex-officio
Herbert Flanders
Frank Cordelle
Peter Eppig, Alternate

1991
1991

BUILDING INSPECTOR
David Beck

Sandra Cleary
Joy Levesque
Robert Nay

Appointed
TOWN HALL BYLAWS COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator
Term Expires March 1989
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991

Elaine Barrett
Herbert Flanders
John French
Roy Johnson

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM COMMITTEE
David Mancini
Lorraine Mazur
Board of Selectmen

TOWN OFFICE HOURS - AS FOLLOWS:
Town Hall

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. to noon Friday

Tax Collector

Available during Town Hall office hours.

Town Clerk

Monday & Wednesday
Noon to 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Library

Monday - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday - Noon to 8:00 p.m.
Friday - Noon to 5:00 p.m.

Selectmen meet each Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board meet the second Monday each month at 7:30 p.m. and
the fourth Monday if a work session is needed.

Library Trustees meet the third Thursday each month at 10:00 a.m.
at the Library.
Recreation Committee meets the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm
Water/ Sewer Commissioners meet the last Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m.
(Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at the Town Hall.)

LANDFILL
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1:00 pm
1:00 pm
Closed
Closed
1:00 pm
9:00 am
1:00 pm

- 5:00 pm
- 5:00 pm

- 5:00
- 5:00
- 5:00

pm
pm
pm

New landfill stickers will be available after March 20, 1989 at the
Town Office at a fee of $10 per household (maximum of two stickers
per household) and $250 per commercial hauler vehicle. This will be
a one time fee.

Emergency telephone number stickers are available at the Town Office
or from the Fire Department.

.

.

TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To

the Inhabitants of the

Town

of

Bennington

in

the County of Hillsborough

in

said State, qualified to vote:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in Bennington on Tuesday,
the 14th day of March next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in Bennington on
Tuesday, the 14th day of March next, at eight of the clock in the
forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1.

To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.

2.
Are you in favor of the adoption of four amendments to the
existing Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board
relative to the following:
(1) non-conforming lots of record;
(3) the density bonus in the
(2) guest cottages/ in-law apartments;
commercial/recreation district; and (4) and Interim Growth Management
(The proposed amendments are printed
Ordinance? (Ballot guest ions )
in their entirety in the Town Report)
.

Additionally, pursuant to RSA 19:2-a and the vote of the Town at
the March 4, 1975 Annual Meeting, you are hereby notified to meet at
the Town Hall in said Town on Thursday, the 16th day of March, 1989 at
seven o'clock in the evening to act upon the following subjects:
3.
To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate
for highways and bridges.

4.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipation of

taxes.
5.
To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to
the Town in trust or otherwise by an individual or individuals, or
take any other action relating thereto.

6.
To see if he Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
transfer tax liens and convey property acquired by the Town by tax
collector's deed by public auction (or advertised sealed bid) or in
such other manner as determined by the Selectmen as justice may
reguire.
7.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
apply for, negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and to do
all other things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or other
assistance (financial or otherwise), or take any other action relating
thereto

.

8.
To see if the Town will vote to clarify its previous action
(to authorize the conveyance to Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc. of a
portion of the former Elizabeth Crocker Bass property consisting of
nine tenths of an acre in exchange for a conveyance by Monadnock Paper
Mills, Inc. of a portion of the former Strombeck property on the
eastern side of U.S. Route 202), by providing that such conveyance and
exchange shall occur upon action by the Contoocook Valley School
District to acquire the remaining portion of said Barr property
together with said portion of the Strombeck property for the purpose
of erecting school buildings thereon, or take any other action in
relation thereto.

9.
To see if the Town will vote to adopt amendments to the rules
and regulations for the Water Department as recommended by the Water
Commissioners.
(The proposed amendments are printed in their entirety
in the Town Report)

10.
To see if the Town will vote to increase the annual salaries
of the Supervisors of the Checklist and raise and appropriate one
hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) per Supervisor for the same.
11.
To see what sum of money the Town will vote (1) to raise and
appropriate to purchase a replacement fire truck for the Fire
Department; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal from the Capital
Reserve Fund, sufficient funds as may be required.
12.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of five thousand and five dollars ($5,005.00) to purchase fire fighter
safety equipment.

13.
To see what sum of money the Town will vote (1) to raise and
appropriate to purchase a replacement police cruiser for the Police
Department, and (2) to authorize the withdrawal from the Capital
Reserve Fund, sufficient funds as may be required.
14.
To see if the Town will vote to (1) raise and appropriate the
sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) to install an eiqht inch
water main on the entire length of Eaton Avenue; and (2) to authorize
the withdrawal from the Capital Reserve Fund.
15.
To see if the Town will vote to direct the Selectmen to
execute a contract among the towns included within the Contoocook
Valley School District which provides for the establishment of
comparable practices and procedures among the towns relative to the
valuation of real estate for real estate assessment purposes, or take
any other action relating thereto.
16.
To see if the Town will vote (1) to establish a Capital
Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of
preliminary and final capping of the Bennington Landfill together with
the acquisition of equipment for a transfer station; (2) to raise
and appropriate the sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) to be
placed in this fund; and (3) to name the Selectmen as agents to carry
out the objects of this article.

17.
To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Town's
representatives to the General Court to respond to our solid waste
crisis by taking all necessary measures to insure that New Hampshire
adopt legislation that will permit consumers to return for refund of
deposit within New Hampshire all soda, beer, wine cooler and liguor
containers and that all unclaimed deposit monies shall be collected by
the State and no less than 80% shall be returned annually to local
municipalities for the sole purpose of implementing, expanding and
reimbursing community recycling projects. (By petition.)
18.
To see what sum of money the Town will vote to improve
drainage along Acre Street (between the library and Hirsh property) by
the installation of a new culvert system.

19.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of six thousand dollars ($6,000.00) to purchase a road broom for the
Highway Department.

20.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for renovations of the Town Hall
bathroom and main entranceway.
21.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of six hundred and fifty-five dollars ($655.00) to contribute to a
local (or regional if appropriate) Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Program. This program will enhance the proper disposal of
hazardous household products such as paint thinners, solvents,
pesticides, and the like.
22.
To see if the Town will vote to (1) accept the provisions of
RSA 36-A relative to conservation commissions and to establish a
conservation commission for the promotion and development of the
natural resources of the Town and; (2) raise and appropriate the sum
Furthermore, any
of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for this purpose.
balance remaining from this sum at year-end may be transferred to a
conservation fund account in the hands of the Town Treasurer.
23.
To see what sum the Town will raise and appropriate to pay
the normal operating costs of the Town (as set forth in the Town
Budget) , or take any other action in relation thereto.

24.

To hear reports of committees and act thereon.

To transact any other business that may legally come before this
meeting.

Given under our hands and s
year of our Lord nineteen hundi(ed

y

day of February, in the

ity-nine

Gaines E.

ies P.

Trow

Sweeney

Selectmen, of Bennington, N.H.

A true copy of

•

(ttes

Erving A. LeCain

(James E. Trow

May we call to the special attention of the voters that the
Warrant items will be taken up Thursday evening, March 16, 1989 at
7:00 P.M.

STATE OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division
iWlNO,

BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF

Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January

From

N.H.

BENNINGTON

19

to

1,

1989

to

December

31,

1989 or

for Fiscal

Year

19

SELECTMEN (PLEASE SIGNINHNK)
R.S.A., Chap. 31, Sect. 95. Immediately upon the close of the fiscal year the budget committee in towns where
such committees exist, otherwise the selectmen, shall prepare a budget on blanks prescribed by the Department
of Revenue Administration. Such budget shall be posted with the town warrant and shall be printed in the town report
at least one week before the date of the town meeting.
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PURPOSES OF APPROPRIATION
(RSA

31:4)

PURPOSES OF APPROPRIATION
CULTURE AND RECREATION

SOURCES OF REVENUE
TAXES

103

104
105

106

107
108

109

110
111

112
113
114

115
116

117
118
119

120
121

122

123
124

125
126

127
123
129

130
131

132

133

Selectmen's Report
The Selectmen are gravely concerned at the increasing impact of
real estate taxes and the substantial financial problems that all
residents and taxpayers face as we go into 1989. The major problem
continues to be the allocation of district school costs which are
approximately 77% of our total real estate tax burden. A revision of
that formula is desperately needed. An amendment to the formula
will be proposed at the March District Meeting and will be voted on by
ballot at the Town Annual Meeting in March.
(The district meeting voted
last year to have amendments to the Articles of Agreement voted on
locally at each town's annual meeting and by ballot).
It is vital
that the residents and taxpayers support the efforts of their
officials by turning out to vote at this meeting.

Lorraine Mazur started as Administrative Assistant this summer.
Many of you have met her and are aware of her experience and skills.
The loss of Ed French who had been Town Clerk for many years and
the difficulties of replacing him have been, the Selectmen hope,
resolved by the appointment of Cheryl Woods. She now has regularly
scheduled hours, both afternoon and evening, at the Town Hall. At the
last annual meeting, the Selectmen recommended and the town voted to
have a professional audit for the year 1988. The audit has been
completed and the usual letter from the auditors reviewing the audit is
printed elsewhere in this report.
The Town continues to grow and the need for growth management is
obvious. The Planning Board presents an interim growth management
ordinance for your consideration and the Selectmen ask for your full
support for this ordinance. The tax burden of expanded town services
and a fast growing school population must be brought under control.

Major leaks within the town water system were detected this
spring/summer. They have been repaired, and the pumping time at the
Town well has been substantially reduced. The Selectmen voted to join
the New Hampshire Municipal Association group of towns who have joined
together to provide the necessary insurance coverage for the town at a
reduced cost.
The operations at the landfill and the continuing problems that
all landfills in the state are struggling with makes it absolutely
necessary that we face up to the need for recycling. Recycling of all
possible materials will not only provide us some income for the
landfill operation, but probably more importantly, will reduce
substantially the volume to the landfill which can make for a more
efficient operation.

During the coming year, the towns responsible for the landfill
plan to make arrangements for the necessary facilities to do a better
job of recycling glass, recycling newspapers, and providing space for
the separation and processing of all scrap metal. Recycling is going
to be a vital part of the future operations and we would appreciate
the cooperation of all citizens who use the landfill.
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The three towns responsible for the landfill have made the
decision that it will be wise and necessary to place final cover in
that portion of the landfill which was used in the very early days.
Final cover which is intended to prevent future leaching is an
expensive project and we will be proposing the establishment of a
capital reserve trust fund for that purpose. The covering to be done
this coming year will be a part of a longer term project as the years
go by.
The Board would like to express their appreciation to all those
who volunteer their services on the various boards and committees
which help to make the town operate smoothly and efficiently. Without
these volunteers, operations of small towns would not be possible.
Again, our thanks.

Erving A. LeCain
James E. Trow
James P. Sweeney

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
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MINUTES OF MARCH 10, 1988 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Bennington, New Hampshire

Article

1

Article

2.

The adoption of the amendment to the existing
town zoning ordinance as proposed by the
planning board relative to floodplain development, was favorably voted into effect by ballot
vote.
The ballot results were: 135 yes, 41 no.

Article

3.

By voice vote, the Town raised and appropriated
the sum of $64,000 for highways and bridges.

Article

4.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
authorize the Selectmen to borrow such sums of
money as may be necessary in anticipation of

.

The town officers elected for the year ensuing
are as per the town clerk's ballot records.

taxes

Article

5.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
authorize the Selectmen to transfer tax liens
and convey property acguired by the Town by Tax
Collector's deed by public auction (or
advertised sealed bid) or in such other manner
as justice may require.

Article

6.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
accept legacies and gifts to the Town in trust
or otherwise by an individual or individuals.

Article

7.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
authorize the Selectmen to apply for, contract
for, accept and expend and to do all other
things necessary to obtain such Federal, State
or other assistance (financial or otherwise).

Article

8.

A motion was made and seconded to amend the
article:
To continue the office of the town

auditors as elected officials representing the
The motion was defeated
town and its citizens.
By voice vote, the Town voted to authorize the
Selectmen to employ an independent auditing
auditing firm to audit the financial records of
the Town commencing with the current calendar
year.
A motion was made and seconded to amend
The
the appropriation from $5,000 to $4,000.
amendment was voted affirmatively and the town
voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$4,000.00 for the audit' and also voted to
discontinue the office of town auditors
effective March, 1989.
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Article

9.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
raise and appropriate the sum of $450.00 to
increase the salary of the Town Treasurer to

$750.00.

The present salary is $300.00.

Article 10.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 to
repair the Fire Station roof.

Article 11.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $50,000.00 to purchase
a four wheel drive truck equipped with plow and
wing and with a dump body for the highway dept
The town also voted to authorize the withdrawal
from the Capital Reserve Fund, sufficient funds
as may be required.

Article 12.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $4,240.00 to purchase a
sander for the highway department.
The town
also voted to authorize the withdrawal from the
Capital Reserve Fund, sufficient funds as may
be required.

Article 13.

By voice vote, the Town voted to authorize the
Planning Board to review and approve or disapprove site plans for the development or
change or expansion of use of tracts for nonresidential uses or for multi-family dwelling
units, which are defined as any structures
containing more than two (2) dwelling units,
whether or not such development includes a
subdivision or re-subdivision of the site.

Article 14.

By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to
ratify the action of the Selectmen in executing
a deed releasing to Richard A. Horn and Mary V.
Horn the Town's interest, if any, in premises
formerly of KDK Corporation on the western side
of Acre Street.
Many years ago when the bridge
was replaced after the flood the angle of the
new bridge was slightly different than the
original structure.
This realignment of the

bridge might have possibly created
strip of state/town land.
Article 15.

a

small

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $8,100.00 to paint the
west side of the Town Hall and to repair and
paint the cupola on the Town Hall roof.
It
was also suggested that the Selectmen arrange
to have the weathervane polished at the same
time.
(There is a balance of painting
appropriation carryover of $1,340.00.)
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Article 16.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,217.20 as
Bennington's portion of the cost in order to
maintain the Probation Officer attached to the
Hillsboro District Court.

Article 17.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,500.00 to build a
ramp entrance on the east side of the Town Hall
so as to provide access to the Town Offices for
the handicapped.

Article 18.

By voice vote, the Town voted to authorize the
Selectmen to appoint the Tax Collector
effective March, 1989.

Article 19.

By voice vote, the Town voted to authorize the
Selectmen to appoint the Janitor and the
Sexton effective March, 1989.

Article 20.

By voice vote, the Town voted to authorize the
Selectmen to appoint the Road Agent and the
Officer of Public Welfare effective March 1989.

Article 21.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 to acquire
land and to increase and improve parking
facilities at the beach at Lake Whittemore, and
to authorized the Selectmen to apply for, and
negotiate for, Federal and State grants for

such purpose.

Article 22.

By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of $502,120.00 (in addition
to $64,000 previously raised for highways and
bridges) to pay the normal operating costs of
the Town (as set forth in the Town Budget) for
the 1988 calendar year.
A major item included
in the budget is an allocation of $10,000.00
for compensation of a partial year's salary for
an Administrative Assistant.

The Selectmen requested the Moderator to
appoint a committee of three citizens to assist
the Selectmen in screening for the
Administrative Assistant.
In other business, a motion was made and seconded:
Moved that the Selectmen of Bennington, in cooperation with
the Selectmen of Antrim, move to establish a study committee
to establish the feasibility of a dump fee or ban of nonresident trash with special attention to commercial haulers.
By voice vote, the motion was passed.
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EDWARD E. FRENCH
I have an assignment today which gives me particular
pleasure as well as great satisfaction.

We have suddenly realized that this was an important
year in the life of a dear friend and fellow town official
and we wanted to share that recognition with you.

This year he completes his tenth year as town clerk and
prior to that he had retired as tax collector after 25 years
of service.
Since January 1st of 1958 he has been serving
his fellow townspeople as tax collector or town clerk - or
both, and always with good cheer and every effort to be
obliging and helpful.
He has been a member of the Bennington Fire Department
for more that 55 years and if you look in the old town
reports, you will find he was dog constable and policeman
before the war, and police chief in the late 1940 's as well
as a supervisor of the checklist.

This coming July he will celebrate his 85th birthday
and if I could only hope that I could reach my 80' s with as
sharp a memory and as happy a disposition, I would count
myself the most fortunate of men.
We, his fellow officials and his friends of many years,
want to combine a salute and "Thank You" and we would like
to have you share it with us.
How do you thank a man for a
lifetime of community service? You really can't but you can

try.
To try to show that appreciation, we have worked with
the fire department, the businesses and industry in town,
together with the Pierce School PTO to provide a scholarship
in his honor for a Bennington Conval student graduating this
spring who will be going on to college.
The Bennington
Congregational Church asked to participate in the funding as
an acknowledgement of his many years of church service.
We
are pleased to be able to tell you that we have a $2,225
scholarship fund and will provide a college scholarship of
$500 for one of the Bennington high school graduates in each
of the next five years.

This is little enough for a half century of service,
but please join us now in a truly heartfelt "Thank You" and
"Happy Birthday" to Ed French.
I respectfully request that this statement be made
part of the records of this meeting.
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MINUTES OF OCTOBER 17, 1988 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
Bennington, New Hampshire
The Special Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator
After reading and certification of
James Dodge at 7:30 p.m.
posting the Moderator proceeded to the consideration of the
warrant articles.

After discussion and recommendation of Article One by the
Selectmen, the 31 voters unanimously voted that the Town
convey to Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc. a portion of the
former Elizabeth Crocker Barr property consisting of about
nine tenths of an acre in exchange for a conveyance by
Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc., of a portion of the former
Strombeck property on the eastern side of U.S. Route 202,
consisting of four acres, and to authorize the Selectmen to
take such other action as may be deemed to effectuate such
exchange
Prior to the conveyance, the Elizabeth Crocker Barr property
The exchange with Monadnock Paper
had no road frontage.
Mills, Inc. now gives the former Barr property approximately
The Paper Mill
800 feet of road frontage on U.S. Route 202.
benefits by annexing their industrial property by .9 acres.

Article Two is a preliminary step necessitated prior to a
Special School Meeting of the Conval District scheduled for
The school meeting will vote on Phase I
October 19, 1988.
of a school construction bond which, in part, has targeted a
The
new elementary school to be built in Bennington.
Bennington Selectmen and the school district officials have
agreed that if the bond is passed the Town would deed to the
district a portion of the Elizabeth Crocker Barr property to
In lieu
be used as the site for the new elementary school.
of money the district would deed to the Town the present
Pierce School.
Upon motion duly made and seconded the voters unanimously
voted to convey to the Contoocook Valley School District a
portion of the property formerly known as the Elizabeth
Crocker Barr property, together with a portion of the former
Knight property to be acquired from Monadnock Paper Mills,
Inc., consisting of 15.3 acres, in exchange for a conveyance
by the Contoocook Valley School District of certain land and
buildings known as the Pierce Elementary School and
authorized the Selectmen to take action necessary to
effectuate said exchange.
The authority voted in Article Two will come into effect on
the passage of the District Bond Issue - either on October
19, 1988 or in March of 1989.
The passage of Article One is final and not contingent on
the school bond vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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STATE, OF NF.W HAMPSHIRE
OtPAKTMENT Of "EvtNUE AOMiN'STAATlON

MUNICIPAL SEXV'CES Otv'SION

ANNUAL CITY/TOWN
FINANCIAL REPORT
R.S.A

CHAPTER

21-J

(For tha Yaar Ending Dtcimbw 31,
Juna 30, 1989)

1988;

ZnUH
A.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES - ALLFUND8

FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
1.

Federal grants for education

Bgm
1.

San

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES - ALL FUNDS
(Excluda tranafmn)

of cityitown property

TJm\'l\m

{Report

EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS

payments

to other

governments

in pert

XI only!

JTil'JlB

EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS Continued

/Report payments to other governments

in

pert XI only!

JffTVJIM

EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS Continued

iReport payments to other government* in part XI only}
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CERTIFICATION
to certify that the information contained in this report was taken
official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.
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.

.Pe-ffrlTsry

is

7.

.

1989

from

STATE OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Revenue Administration

TAX YEAR 1988
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
CITY/TOWN OF Bennington

Hillsborough

IN

COUNTY

CERTIFICATE
This

is

lo certify rhal the information contained in this report

RSA

our knowledge and belief

Erving
J?J??s.

A..
E...

James P

.

.

was taken from

official
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is

correct to the best of

2I-J:34.

.

LeCa.in

Trow
Sweeney

Selectmen of

Bennington

Da(e

June 16

I9gg

.

(Please sign in ink)

REPORTS REQUIRED AND PENALTY. RSA 21-1:34.

as

amended provides

revenues and such other information as the Dept. of Revenue Administration
certifications are not

made

lo the

Revenue Administration, the town
in

making

certifications.

(RSA

for certification or valuations, appropriations, estimated

may

require

Dept. of Revenue Administration on or before October
for

which the selectmen

act shall

pay to the

upon blanks prescribed

first,

slate for its

unless the time

use the

sum

is

purpose

for that

If

the

extended by the Dept of

of five dollars for each day's delay

2I-J:36)

PROPERTY TAX WARRANT. RSA

76:

1

1

as

amended provides

receiplof approval of the tax rate unless for good cause the lime

is

for delivery of the

list

(warrant) to the collector within thirty days of

extended by the Dept. of Revenue Administration The collector shall

within thirty days after receipt of the warrant from the selectmen send out the tax

bills,

unless for good cause the lime

is

extended by the

Dept. of Revenue Administration.

Return Ihe completed

Summary

Revenue Administration. P.O.

Inventory form, together with the Statement of Appropriations and Taxes Assessed, to the Dept

Ilox

457. Concord. N.H. 03301

Do

compute taxes

not
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until approval of the rale is received.
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1

T

E
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UTILITY

totals listed

SUMMARY

ELECTRIC, GAS & PIPELINE COMPANY
used in production, distribution and transmission. The total
under the corresponding items on Page 2 of this report. (RSA 72:8)

Insert valuation of plant
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each column should agree with the

STATU OF

NhW HAMPSHIRK

Dcparlincnl »l Revenue Administration
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1988

DEBIT

UNPAID PROPERTY TAXES - 1988
**

Abbott Estate, David
Aborn, Richard
Amanda Development Corporation
Bacon, Ann
Baybutt, John & Dawn
Bell, John
Berwick Lumber Company
Blanchard, David & Linda
** Blanchard, Eunice, David & Linda
Bomba, James
Bronson, James & Elizabeth
Buchanan & Kota
Burnett, Bonnie
Byam, John & Susan
Byam, Philip
Carr, Thomas & Debra
* Caver ly, Virginia
** Chamberlin, Amos & Priscilla
Chase Jr
Stephen
Cheever, Kevin & Pamela
Chicoine, Richard & Tanya
Church Estate, Julius
Clough, Donald & Frances
Clough, Donald M.
Clow, David & Gail
Cochran, Thomas & Elizabeth
Coffin, Betty
Coffin S, Eppig
Cogswell, Thomas & Katherine
Cole, Richard & Cynthia
Cordatos, Maria
Cordelle, Frank
Corwin, Beth Ann
Cox, Joseph & Drusilla
* Curcio & Gannon
Cutter, Michael & Denise
*Dalton, Caroline
Davison, Roland & Jean
Delay Jr., John
Deliguori & Howatt
Demetry, John
Doyle & Tighe
Dubugue, Paul & Linda
Elliott, Richard & Norma
Eppig, Peter & Mary
Flanders, Herbert
Flanders, Leona
Foote Sr., Lester & Sfa
Fox, Lawrence & Darlene
French, John & Denise
Gately, Helen
** Germain, Philip & Valerie
Gibbons, Henry & Paul
.

,
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$

383.00
4.70
364.00
265.00
1,195.00
229.48
59.00
14.00
1,632.00
2,309.00
702.00
64.00
649.00
1,471.00
5,324.00
1,127.00
2,206.00
869.98
1,185. 00
1,515.00
414.00
574.00
1,294.00
1,362.00
1,127.00
286.51
471.00
2,059.00
1,188.00
1,647.00
941.00
2,942.00
1,647.00
861.00
10.88
1,864.11
80.00
774.00
392.00
1,324.00
2,324.00
1,037.00
457.00
1,588.00
1,753.00
2,245.00
191.00
882.00
127.00
475.81
797.40
2,131.93
191.00

Gladding, Robert & Nancy
Graham, Gary & Ellen
Granite Camps, Inc.
Greater New England, Inc.
Hall, Bruce & Sharon
Harriman, Smith
Henderson, James & Gail
Holden, Arthur & Betty
Huntington, Sidney S. Nada
Huntley, Athlon & Barbara
Huntley, Barbara
* Intown Investment Group
Jacelon, Cynthia
Johnson, Carl
KDK Corporation
.
Kelso III, Frances & Janice
Langille, Randy
Lavoie, Paul
Leete Estate, Grace
Le favour, Jean
Linn, Anthony
Luby, Pamela
Lussier, Stanley & Carol
** Lyons, Judith
Lyons, Randall & Teresa
Maben, James & Suzanne
MacNutt, John & Joan
Magoon, Kevin & Denise
Magoon, Marie & Brendan
Maillette Estate, Joseph
Marshall, James & Linda
McHale, Francis S. Darlene
Mclnerney, Thomas
McKinney, Lowell & Carol
*Medlyn, Alfred
Meier, Laurie Byrne
Melton, Heather
Mercier, Norman & Jo
Mi Ike, Rolf
Montgomery, Michael & Charlotte
Morgan, Alan & Pauline
**Morris, Mark & Nancy
Nay, Ward
Nixon, Bruce & Sherry
Nowak, Peter
Pacsay, Richard & Brenda
Page, Harry
Parisi, Donna & Alfred
Pelletier, Edward & Jane
Ranno, Richard
Richard, Gregory
Ricupero, Kevin
Ricupero, Kevin & Karen
Rifkin, Mortimer & Angela
Robertson, Steven & Rachel

1,808.10
1,412.00
1,876.00
235.00
1,883.00
1,471.00
1,779.00
1,294.00
638.00
1,052.00
766.00
638.00
236.00
706.00
2,436.00
221.37
154.00
2,971.00
154.00
144.00
191.00
1,175.71
1,883.00
744.55
715.00
12.91
909.00
1,341.45
103.67
64.00
1,258.41
1,282.89
745.00
3,177.00
41.00
638.00
3,988.00
1,545.00
13,825.00
147.00
696.75
95.00
235.00
1,213.00
165.00
1,009.00
59.00
574.00
1,773.00
2,353.00
830.00
964.00
1,898.00
127.00
223.00
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**
**

*

**

*

**

232.32
2,000.00
949.67
6.50
126.95
609.94
1,530.00
1,265.00
638.00
244.00
638.00
46,895.00
40.30
472.34
893.00
1,244.00
957.00
2,942.00
303.00
471.00
479.00
333.00
500.00
1,294.00
468.98
428.02

Rockwell, Fred & Eleanor
Seneschal, Lawrence & Susan
Skerry, David & Judith
Smith, William
Spring, Gretchen
Starkweather, Gates & Cook
Strout, Frank & Dawn
Swage, Warren & Rosemary
Taut, Claire
Tenney, Beverly
Toussaint, Michael & Ann
Trailside Development, Inc.
Treadwell Jr., Alfred
Trust, Deborah
Varnum, Jerome & Barbara
Wadleigh, Robert & Linda
Whitney, Gary
Whittemore Lake, Inc.
Whittemore, Barry S. Sfa
Whittemore, Brian & Carrie
Whittemore, George & Phebe
Wilson, Edward & Libra
Wilson, Harold
Wilson, Harold & Christine
Woods & Hogue
Yensco, Andrew & Judith

Total 1988 Unpaid Property Taxes

$

UNPAID 1988 YIELD TAXES
548.00
405.00
103.00
110.00
636.00
$ 1,802.00

Brochu & Gibbons
Fox, Lawrence
Lussier, Stanley
Ricupero, Kevin
Trailside Development, Inc.

$

UNPAID 1988 ONSET ROAD BETTERMENT INSTALLMENT

**

378.84
378.84
378.84
378.84
378.84
378.84
3,150.84
$5,423.88

Bacon, Ann
Corbett, David & Linda
Germain, Philip & Valerie
Lang i lie, Randy
Lefavor, Jean
Sullivan, Kathleen
Trailside Development, Inc.

$

Denise P. French,
Tax Collector
*

**

Paid in January

Partially paid in January
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190,864.63

SUMMARY OF TAX SALE/TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1988
DEBIT

Tax Sale/Lien on Account of Levies
1986

1987

Balance of Unredeemed Taxes Beginning Fiscal Year

$

Taxes Sold/Executed to Town
During Fiscal Year

7,244.07

1985

$

5,778.05

$22,048.88

Interest Collected After Sale/Lien

209.05

Redemption Costs
TOTAL DEBITS

$ 22,257.93

988.69

1,924.25

28.40

28.40

$

8,261.16

$

7,730.70

$

5,778.17

$

5,735.10

CREDIT

Remittances to Treasurer During Year;
Redemptions
Interest

S.

$

Costs After Sale

5,077.89

1,952.65

1,017.09

209.05

42.95

Deeded to Town During Year

Unredeemed Taxes-End of Year
TOTAL CREDITS

16,970.99
$ 22,257.93

1,465.90
$

8,261.16

$

7,730.70

UNREDEEMED PROPERTY TAXES
1986

1987
Cole, Richard & Cynthia
Cordatos, Maria
Cordelle, Frank
Demetry, John
Foote, Lester Sr. & Sfa
Granite Camps, Inc.
Hart & Tanzer - to Montgomery
Henderson, James & Gail
Holden, Arthur & Betty
Johnson, Carl
Lussier, Stanley & Carol
McCarthey, Joseph
**Nay, Ward
Pacsay, Richard & Brenda

**

1,276.13
118.36
3,059.79
2,423.64
941.03
1,982.82
47.12
1,866.98
1,364.78
758.94
779.59
1,016.36
268.39
1,067.06
$16,970.99
$

Partially paid in January
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$

641.12
363.88

460.90

$1,465.90

SUMMARY OF TAX SALE ACCOUNTS TO OTHER PURCHASERS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1988

DEBIT
Levies of Tax Sale Accounts to Others
** 1987 **

Balance of Unredeemed Taxes Beginning Fiscal Year
Taxes Sold to Others During
Fiscal Year

Interest Collected After Tax Sale

Redemption Costs

TOTAL DEBITS

Remittances to Purchasers:
Redemptions
Interest & Costs After Sale
Deeded to Town During Year

Unredeemed Taxes-End of Year
TOTAL CREDITS

$

$

1985

1986

2,916.39

$

4,188.22

:

SEWER AND WATER DEPARTMENT

Unpaid Balance, January

1,

$10,141.33

1988

Charges
Water
Monadnock Paper Mills - Hydrants
Sewer
Monadnock Paper Mills - Sewer
Interest

$42,621.92
3,600.00
17,114.00
4,590.79
1,045.56
+ 68,972.27

79,113.60
Less:

Abatements - Elderly Exemption
Abatements - Adjustments

1,354.32
113.07
- 1,467.39

77,646.21

Receipts to the Treasurer

-68,872.84

Unpaid Balance, December 31, 1988

$

8,773.37

UNPAID WATER AND/OR SEWER RENTS
Water

*

Coffin, Betty
Carr, Thomas & Debra
Cudmore, Thomas & Vicki
Cordatos, Maria
Cox, Joseph & Drusilla
Caver ly, Virginia
Chase Jr , Stephen
Meier, Laurie Byrne
Chester & Deborah
Heinzman Jr
Clow, David & Gail
Mull in, Harry
Pacsay, Richard & Brenda
Cordatos, Peter & Jennie
Names Withheld for Administrative Reasons
Lyons, Judith
MacNutt, John & Joan
Byam, John & Susan
Stimson Estate, Vivian
KDK Corporation
Parker & Burrows
Nichols, Amy
Ricupero, Kevin & Karen
Church Estate, Julius
Cheever, Kevin & Pamela
Deliguori, Lyman & Karen - Credit Overpayment
Whittemore, George & Phebe
Cordelle, Frank

96.16

.

*

. ,

(

Sewer

Gately, Helen
Trento, Frank & Tracey
Enmond, Paul & Jane
Shoulla, Thomas & Katherine
* Clough, Donald M.
Deliguori & Howatt
Corwin, Beth
Taft, Fletcher
Swett, Fred
*Corthell, Bryan & Patricia
Aborn, Richard - Credit Overpayment
Henderson, James & Gail
Lavoie, Paul
Byam, Philip
Clough, Donald & Frances
Wilson, Harold & Christine
Wadleigh, Robert & Linda

Unpaid at December 31, 1988

317.72

TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT
Balance, January 1, 1988
Plus Receipts per Ledger
Less Disbursements per Ledger

$

317,310.70
1,540,911.99
1 ,563,573.33

Balance, December 31, 1988

$

294,649.36

Consisting of:
Regular Checking Account
Sewer Checking Account

$

289,716.57
4,932.79
294,649.36

$

Joyce L. Miner, Treasurer

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1988

FROM LOCAL TAXES FOR CURRENT YEAR:
$866,250.37
Property
2,257.53
Interest
5,950.00
Resident
19.00
Resident Tax Penalties
1,434.00
Yield Tax
6,000.00
Land Use Tax
11,910.90

Onset Road Betterment Assess.
Onset Road Assessment Interest

$

7,695.50
2,940.45
10,635.95

$892,546.85

TOTAL

FROM LOCAL TAXES FOR PRIOR YEARS:
$120,211.28
Property
9,219.47
Interest
1,100.00
Resident
110.00
Resident Tax Penalties
21,930.37
Tax Sales Redeemed
4,774.01
Tax Sale Interest
$157,345.13
Onset Road Betterment Assess.

492.00

$

492.00
$157,837.13

TOTAL

FROM STATE:
Block Grant - Highway
Revenue Distribution
Flood Disaster Relief
Railroad Tax
Water Supply S. Pollution
Control - Sewer Loan

$

18,840.79
113,766.24
1,652.00
23.51
33,632.00

167,914.54

TOTAL
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REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES:
TOTAL

$

DOG LICENSES:

$

'

88,188.50
88,188.50

"

874.00
874.00

TOTAL
FINES:
Jaffrey Court
Dog Fines
Parking Tickets

$

TOTAL

100.00
210.00
10.00

REFUNDS:
Workmens Comp. Dividends
Insurance
Legal Expenses
Contel

3,432.08
8,757.97
1,317.50
6.60

$

'

TOTAL
REIMBURSEMENTS:
Highway
Welfare
Water Department
Elections
Blue Cross
Police
Recreation
Tim Hogue

13,514.15

163.83
110.01
2,020.20

$

60.00
911.25
5.00
782.00
152.00
'

TOTAL
INCOME FROM TAX COLLECTOR:
Tax Sale and Recording Fees
Overpayments -(refunded)
TOTAL

INSURANCE ADJUSTMENTS:
Koson

4 , 204 . 29

1,270.08
406 37

$

.

'

1,676.45

6,000.00

$

TOTAL

WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT:

6,000.00
$

68,872.84
'

TOTAL

68,872.84

WITHDRAWAL FROM CAPITAL RESERVE FUND:
Truck and Sander
$ 50,618.57
TOTAL
'

TOTAL 1988 CASH RECEIPTS

50,618.57

$1,540,911.99

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1988

TOWN OFFICERS SALARIES
Edward French Estate
Erving LeCain
James Sweeney
James Trow
Leslie Brown
Joyce Miner
Denise French
Timothy Hogue
Roy Johnson
John French
Donald Taylor
Lawrence Seneschal
Barbara Huntley

350.00
750.00
750.00
750.00
400.00
750.00
1,500.00
75.00
75.00
275.00
150.00
150.00
700.00

TOTAL

6,675.00
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:

TOWN OFFICERS EXPENSES
Payroll
Denise French

CEMETERIES
Carrol Warren
David Traveler
Edmunds

606.00
48.00
2.34

TOTAL
TOWN HALL EXPENSES
Payroll:
David Traxler

656.34

POLICE DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Payroll

Operating Supplies:
Rymes
Antrim Citgo
Eastern Specialty Products
Century Auto
Atlantic Plow Blade

3,885.48
14.50
515.10
229.68
431.68

J. P. Chemical

James Champagne
Place in the Woods
Gladys Newhall
Isabell Cook
Peterborough Agway
Edmunds Hardware
Gary Graham
Pool Village
Indian Head Athletics
Contel of N.H.
American Red Cross
Jill Hirsh
J & J Trophy
Terry Jarest
N.H. Environmental Services Lab
Bound Tree Corp.
Marine Rescue Products
TOTAL

189.99
200.00
382.50
125.00
251.55
105.61
59.00
320.00
246.44
115.78
82.00
69.35
41.40
29.00
40.00
33.00
42.00

8,152.70

MEMORIAL DAY
V.F.W.

500.00

TOTAL
BONDS AND NOTES
Conn. National Bank
Gen. Elec. Credit Corp.
Peterborough Savings Bank

500.00

30,000.00
12,708.27
14,000.00

TOTAL
INTEREST
Conn. National Bank
Gen. Elec. Credit Corp.
Peterborough Savings Bank

56,708.27

26,311.49
23,212.31
2,604.00

TOTAL
TRUST FUNDS
Capital Reserve
Cemetery Trust Fund

52,127.80

40,000.00
100.00

TOTAL
WATER DEPARTMENT
Antrim Water & Sewer Department

40,100.00

17,112.75
17,112.75

System Repairs:
Magoon Construction
Water Service Cousultants
Perry Excavating
Clough & Cleary
Paul Wilson
A.D. Instrument Repair Corp.
Spalding Instrument

998.50
952.00
540.00
2,133.50
369.31
382.50
153.37
5,529.18
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Supplies:
W.S. Darley Co.

N.H. UNEMPLOYMENT TAX
NHM Unemployment Comp. Fund

428.79

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE'S REPORT
This is a very crucial time for school related issues in
Bennington because two major initiatives will be brought before the
voters this March.

The first relates to proposed changes in the funding formula for
the Conval District. The current formula assesses towns at a rate,
75% of which is based on the number of children in school, and 25% on
For a town like Bennington which provides more
real estate valuation.
than its share of affordable housing compared to other area towns,
this is extremely unfair, especially since the school budget makes up
80% of our tax bill. The proposed change would reverse the
percentages: 75% on real estate, only 25% on the number of students.

The exact situation for voters is confusing right now because of
potential legal problems with one proposed amendment. There may even
It is vitally important that you keep upbe two similar amendments.
to-date on this situation: read the local papers, talk to the
Selectmen, or call me if you have questions. You have to vote on this
Voting will be by ballot vote in the
issue; it's that important.
Bennington Fire Station on March 14. A two thirds vote is required.
Be there
!

The second issue is the school building program - to say that
the Conval District has major maintenance problems and needs more
space is an understatement. The Building Committee, of which I am
Chairman, will propose an approximately thirteen million dollar bond
issue to solve the middle school problems. We are recommending two
equal 450 student schools at the current sites in Antrim and
Peterborough. For a variety of reasons, the elementary school
proposal will not be ready until later in the year, although it is
assured that these schools will remain local, there will be no
elementary consolidation. Thirteen million dollars is a lot of money
and it will raise our taxes, but the situation is getting so severe
If the bond issue fails, the maintenance
that we have little choice.
problems will still have to be addressed, and we will have to pay for
them without state aid. The result; your taxes will still go up a
lot, yet without really improving the educational facilities or
providing for the inflow of children which is coming. There will be
both local and regional public hearings on the building program
Passing the bond
announced soon. Please attend and please vote
issue is very important. Without it, our children's future will be
shortchanged.
In order to vote, you must attend the district meeting
The PTO will be
at Conval High School, March 22, at 7:30 p.m.
contacting you and will set up day care and transportation for those
Again, please do
of you who need it. A two thirds vote is required.
not be bashful about calling me if you have any questions. My phone
numbers are 588-2641 (studio) and 588-6211 (home).
.

By the way, the School Board is a lot of work, but I've come to
really enjoy it and would like to thank all of you for giving me the
You have to get out
It will be your turn in March.
chance to help.
and vote for both of these important issues. Thank you.

Frank Cordelle,
School Board Representative
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REPORT OF THE
BENNINGTON- ANTR IM-FRNACESTOWN
SOLID WASTE DISTRICT
This past year can be summarized as a year of major change for
the Bennington Sanitary Landfill. New plans for the administration
and operation of the landfill have been set and will be implemented in
1989.
As Bennington's new Administrative Assistant, I have made the
management of the landfill a priority due to the complex issues the
District must contend with.
The first and foremost issue on everyone's mind is the
contamination in two of the landfill test wells, located on the west
side of the landfill. We believe the source of the contamination
(volatile organic compounds) is coming from the two acre section where
the Goodell Corp. once disposed wood and metal finishing products in
the early seventies. We are now gathering evidence to determine if
indeed this is the source. DSM Environmental Services will be
conducting a hydrogeological study this spring as part of this
evidence.
In addition, a well inventory and tap water sample survey
will be taken to determine if any further contamination has occurred
beyond the test wells.

Construction for a final cap for this two acre section is
tentatively planned for 1989. Once the hydrogeological study and
construction plans are completed, they will be submitted to the
State's Bureau of Solid Waste Management for review. The State must
approve these plans before actual construction may begin. In
addition, the District's Solid Waste Management Plan, prepared by DSM
Environmental Services, will be submitted in February 1989.
It should be noted that the Towns of Antrim and Bennington will
be financially responsible for closing this two acre section. The
Town of Francestown joined the District after this site was no longer
used for landfilling.

The landfill experienced a fire at the paper mill disposal site in
October. The District will be installing new test wells around the
site this spring as part of the hydrogeological study being performed
These test wells will be sampled, guarterly to
at the landfill.
determine if the fire had any impact on the site. Steps have been
taken to prevent any future surface fires.

David Skerry has been hired as Landfill Manager to handle day- today operation and enforcement. He is doing an excellent job in
supervising the waste disposal and enforcing the landfill ordinance to
improve the overall landfill operation.

A new sticker system has been developed to improve the regulation
of commercial and residential use of the landfill.
A one-time fee for
stickers will be charged to commercial haulers for each vehicle that
uses the facility. Households in Antrim and Bennington will also pay a
one-time charge. This revenue will be used to purchase weighing
scales. A tipping fee system will begin in 1990 for all commercial
haulers. No fee has been set yet.
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In order to cover the costs of removing tires, major appliances,
and batteries, commercial and residential users from Bennington and
Antrim will have to purchase tickets to dispose of these items.
Beginning April 1, 1989, the Landfill Manager will not accept these
items without a ticket. Tickets will be available at the Antrim and
Bennington Town Offices. Francestown's transfer station handles their
tires, appliances, and batteries.

Plans for a far more active recycling program will be implemented
for 1989. The details are included in the Recycling Committee's
report
The Towns of Antrim and Bennington will also be asked to make a
small appropriation to participate in a regional Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Day program.
I would urge everyone to support this
effort since many household products pose a threat to our groundwater
supplies.
I am assuming the coming year will provide new challenges to the
District, and I appreciate the support that Antrim and Francestown has
continued to provide to our office.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Mazur,
Administrative Assistant
Town of Bennington
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ANTRIM-BENNINGTON-FRANCESTOWN RECYCLING COMMITTEE
The recycling of glass has continued throughout this year with
steady support from residents of Antrim and Bennington. Glass disposal
has generated a small income over the past six years but is now costing
the towns $2.00/barrel because of the cost of unloading barrels.
Antrim and Bennington plan to devote a substantial amount of money to
construct concrete bunkers this year as part of the establishment of a
new recycling center. Francestown has a recycling center at their
transfer station and will not contribute to this facility.

Aluminum cans have been collected for recycling for the past two
years which was initiated by the Cub Scouts. The collection continues
in barrels on pallets directly across from the glass barrels.
The magazine exchange was terminated because it was no longer a
bona fide exchange and the area became a dumping place for magazines.
An attempt to recycle newspapers was made but was terminated due to
the lack of an appropriate storage area and manpower to remove it and
haul it to Manchester. The accumulation, however, was so rapid that
it indicated the cooperation of local people to participate in the
program. During the process of cleaning up the newspaper, the storage
shed roof collapsed. The towns hope to obtain a rental trailer
for the storage of newspapers which can easily be hauled to Manchester
within the coming year.

DSM Environmental Services Inc. has completed their study,
commissioned by the District, "Solid Waste Management Plan Update for
Bennington, Antrim and Francestown." Within this plan, an entire
section is devoted to implementation of a recycling center for the
landfill.
The towns plan to move ahead to establish such a center to
handle scrap metal, glass, aluminum, newspaper/magazines/cardboard,
and plastics. A charge for tires, major appliances, and batteries
will begin in the spring of 1989. This money will simply cover the
costs of the removal of these items. The Solid Waste Plan will be
submitted to the State in February 1989.

The committee has continued to meet regularly and membership has
remained the same. The committee appreciated the cooperation of
citizens in the utilization of the recycling facilities and their
patience as new and appropriate ways of collecting recyclable
materials are put into place.

Antrim -

Evelyn Perry, Chairman
Andrew Lane
Kathy Wasserloos

Bennington -

Elaine Barrett
Carrie Whittemore

Francestown -

Robert Parker
Scott Carbee
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BENNINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
It appears that 1988 was the introduction of a new phase for our
community as well as the rest of the Monadnock region.

The dramatic growth predicted a couple of years ago by those
watching the "wave" roll up from the south became reality. With it,
unfortunately, also came the related problems.

Within the past two years, the instances of criminal activity
requiring investigation and prosecution has increased approximately
70%.

As a single example, in 1988 there were 16 burglaries in
Bennington, more than 3 times the number in 1986. Given the size of
our Town, that number alone is enough to cause concern, but it is the
type of burglary, as well as the obvious increase that is most
important

We are becoming a prime target for the professional and
semi-professional criminal, who, drawn to the area by its residential
and recreational growth, find in our secluded, rural atmosphere, an
untapped and, for the most part, an unsuspecting population on which
to prey.
It is a situation that shall continue to worsen.

This year, realizing that one of the many historic problems
facing each of the small departments in the area has been the lack of
dissemination and coordination of information, a computer on-line
service was instituted. This service, the first of its kind in the
Its primary
State, now operates 24 hours a day from our department.
purpose is to allow critical information concerning area criminal
activity to be readily accessible to each of the departments utilizing
Information on methods of criminal operation, unsolved
the system.
crimes, descriptions of suspicious vehicles, stolen property listings,
and wanted person notices make up only a few of the areas in which
this system is utilized to convey information.

Presently four departments are using the system, named the
CONSTABULARY BBS. In addition, a number of officers from other
In the future,
departments are participating as individual members.
as technology in the remaining area departments is updated, it is
hoped that each will avail themselves of this on-line system. Only by
this, or a similar method, can area departments hope to combat the
swiftly rising crime rate.
Believing that not only must our police departments coordinate
their efforts if we are to effectively maintain control over the
criminal element, but that such an effort requires our citizens also
be aware of what is happening within their community and what they can
do to keep themselves, and their friends and neighbors, from becoming
victims, two things have been accomplished.

.

The first, for those with computer capabilities, has been to open
Again, this allows for
Secondly,
the rapid dissemination of crime related information.
publication of a periodic newsletter has been initiated, with the
first issue to be published in early 1989. This publication will
outline the types of crime that we are experiencing, lists of stolen
property, hints on home security, information related to various
con-artist tricks, drug-related information, and other items of
interest.
a portion of the BBS for use by the public.

Believing that 1988 was the beginning of a new page in Bennington
history, it is hoped that the steps we have taken during that year,
including the ones I have briefly mentioned, will assist us, and you,
in maintaining the safety of our community and retaining the quality
of life that we have come to expect - and that most of the remaining
country has already lost.
D. E. Mancini

WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS REPORT
The Sewer Department seems to be functioning smoothly with a
minimum of problems. The Water Department presented us with a system
plagued with problems. These problems included major leaks, postponed
maintenance, malfunctioning hydrants, and unpaid water rents and sewer
charges

During 1988 we located and repaired several major water leaks
which cut pumping time from eighteen to twenty hours a day to
eleven hours or less a day. We replaced one defective hydrant and
repaired all others. We cleaned the pumping station and had the
master meter repaired. We set up a schedule to flush and test
hydrants, recording the results in a permanent record on a regular
basis.

Our program of continuing improvements for 1989 include
presenting proposed revisions to the Rules and Regulations of the
Water Department to the March 1989 Town Meeting. These revisions, if
adopted, will, among other things, allow the Department to enforce due
process against those who choose to not pay their water rents and
sewer charges in a timely manner. We intend to continue the program
of flushing, testing, repairing, and if necessary, replacing hydrants.
We are instituting a program to replace or repair non-functioning
meters. We intend to improve the working of the entire system by
installing an eight inch main on Eaton Ave. if the pertinent article
on the warrant is approved at Town Meeting. We also hope to have
corrosion control equipment in place in the immediate future.

The Water and Sewer Commissioners meet the last Wednesday of each
month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the conference room at the Town Hall.
Customers of the system with questions or problems are encouraged to
attend one or more of these meetings.

Timothy Hogue
John French
Roy Johnson
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TOWN OF BENNINGTON
WATER DEPARTMENT
Proposed Amendments To The Rules And
Regulations of the Bennington Water Department
1

Definitions
Delete II. Sentence reading: "They shall be paid an annual salary
Insert: "They shall be compensated $10.00 for each
of $75.00."
regular and special meeting attended and be paid at the rate of
$8.00 per hour when responding to emergency situations.

2.

Meters
Delete entire paragraph B.
Insert:
All customers will be supplied with a 5/8 - 3/4
B.
meter upon payment of an installation fee of $75.00.
The meter will be maintained by the utility at the
utility's expense except as otherwise prescribed in
this section. A service shutoff will be installed
inside the building if necessary. A registration fee
of $10.00 is reguired.

3.

Application for Water Service
II.

New service or replacing old service pipes.
B.

Installation costs
1.

Delete: "In such cases, a deposit of $125.00 will be
made by the customer at the time of application."
Insert:
In such cases, a deposit of $500.00 is
reguired at the time of application by the customer."

Insert at the end
"The term 'Actual
installation fee
ownership fee of

of second paragraph of 1
cost shall include the meter
of $75.00 and registration of
$10.00".
1

Insert F.

When buildings contain multiple living units, each unit
will have its own individual meter as well as a shutoff
serving that utility only.

Insert G.

In the instance of
building or mobile
each such building
individual service
service shutoff as
regulations.

properties containing more than one
home with housing facilities therein,
or mobile home will have its own
to the main as well as its own meter and
prescribed elsewhere in these
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4.

.

Use of Water
V.C.
1.

Delete: "In any case where water is shut off, there will be a
service charge of $5.00 payable in advance for renewal of
service".
Insert:
"In any case where a customers' water is shutoff,
whether for non-payment of rentals, vacancy, transfer of
property, or for any other reason, a service charge of $20.00
will be assessed."

Insert a:
"In any case where water has been shut off, there
It
will be a service charge of $20.00 to reinstate service.
will be necessary for the customer to pay both the shutoff fee
and reinstatement fee in advance."

Insert b:
"In any case involving a transfer of ownership or
billing address, a $10.00 registration of ownership fee will
be paid in advance.

Delete

2:

Entire paragraph of

Insert

2:

Disconnection With Notice.
A.

2.

The utility may disconnect service to a residential
customer after appropriate notice if:
(1).

The customer has failed to pay within 60 days
following the postmarked date of any proper
undisputed bill or deposit request.

(2).

The customer has failed to abide by the terms of
a payment agreement pursuant to section (4)
below

(3).

The customer refuses to give reasonable access to
his premises for necessary inspection of utility
property

B.

Notice may be sent not less than sixty (60) days after
the postmark date of the original bill. Written notice
of the intent of the utility to disconnect service shall
be postmarked at least twelve (12) days in advance of
the date of disconnect.

C.

Service shall be disconnected only between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on any regular business day, but
not preceding a day on which the utility business office
will be closed.

72

D.

(1).

Prior to disconnection, the utility employee
disconnecting service shall notify an adult
occupant of the premises or leave a note if no
adult is present. The note shall contain the
procedure whereby service may be re-established.

(2).

The utility employee disconnecting the service
shall accept payment in full of the bill tendered
prior to his commencing the disconnection to
prevent disconnection.
In such event, the
employee shall give a receipt and leave the
service intact.

(3).

The utility will restore service promptly upon
the customer's reguest when the cause for
disconnection has been removed and the customer
has paid a reconnection fee of $20.00 in advance.

When a customer cannot pay a bill in full, the utility
shall continue to serve the customer if the customer
pays a reasonable portion of the outstanding bill in
reasonable installments and agrees to pay all future
bills within 30 days following the postmarked date of
the bill.

E.

Customers Appeals
If a customer disputes a bill, the
customer must reguest a conference with the utility
prior to the date of disconnection. The appeals
process shall comply with the procedures prescribed by
the Public Utilities Commission Code 603.08 Section 4.
.

,

F.

Medical Emergency
No service will be disconnected
when the Water District is advised that a medical
emergency exists at the location, or would result from
the disconnection, in accordance with procedures set
forth in the Public Utilities Commission Code 603.08
Section 2.C.
.

,

Insert under section

3:

A.

Disconnect Notice to Tenants: Notice reguired. The
utility will not discontinue service to a meter where
any part of the service provided through it accrues to
the benefit of one or more parties known by the utility
to be tenant (s) without giving written notice to such
tenant(s) as hereafter reguired; provided, however, that
service may be discontinued without notice when (a)
necessary to avoid danger to life or property, or (b)
upon order of duly constituted public authority such as
police, firemen, public health officers, etc..

B.

Contents of notice: The notice shall set forth the
following information:
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C.

Insert 4.

5.

1.

The date on or after which the utility proposed to
disconnect.

2.

A recommendation that the tenant immediately
contact the landlord.

3.

The reason for disconnection, and

4.

The address and telephone number at which the
tenant may contact the utility.

Timing and manner of giving notice. The notice shall
be delivered not less than 5 days in advance of the date
that the actual disconnection will take place unless
given by mail.
If given by mail, notice shall be
mailed by first class mail, postage prepaid, not
earlier than 10 days nor later than 6 days prior to the
date of intended actual disconnection addressed to the
tenant at his mailing address or the "occupant" of a
designated dwelling unit. Notice may also be given by
telephone, by personal visit, by posting or handing on
the front or back door of a tenant's dwelling unit, by
delivering it in hand or by sliding it under his door.

Disconnection With Notice - Non-residential
The same rules shall apply as enumerated in section 2 with
the exception that written notice of disconnection shall be
given at least five (5) business days prior to the date of
disconnection
Penalty for Bad Checks
Whenever a check or draft presented for payment is not
accepted by the institution upon which it is written, the
utility will impose a charge of $15.00.

VII B. Willful waste of water:
Insert "This section is interpreted to include any situation
where leaks in a customer's system go unrepaired after the
customer is notified by telephone, letter, or personal visit of
the necessity to repair such leaks. Such leaks may be repaired
by the water superintendent upon payment in advance of the
estimated cost of such repairs.
If actual cost exceeds
estimate, the balance due will be billed.
If actual cost is
less than estimate, the balance will be refunded.
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BENNINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Bennington Fire Department responded to a total of 106 calls
rescues in town = 46, Antrim = 9 and
for the year (our busiest yet):
42 in town and eight calls for
Hancock = 1. Fire calls totalled 50
mutual aid.

—

This year we ask your support on two fire department related
articles. The first is authorization to purchase a combination
pumper/tanker to replace the 1964 Ford which is showing a lot of wear
and tear. The second item we are requesting is for replacement of
some of the older fire fighting gear.

Once again, our thanks and appreciation for your continuing
support. We hope you have a fire safe year.

John French, Chief
Donald Taylor, 1st Deputy
Lawrence Seneschal, 2nd Deputy

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Our annual report for 1988 - basically a quiet year although the
Town continues to grow at an astounding rate. It is estimated that
the population has grown to approximately 1,250 from a 1980 census of
890.
This growth has exerted great pressure on Town services and also
the real estate tax load.

Zoning is now being recognized as a "necessary evil" and the
voters are being presented with a "Growth Management Ordinance" this
coming March.

Related to this, the Town gained great - if dubious - publicity
when the owner of the building housing the Post Office, when denied a
building permit to add to the building, decided to paint it purple.
For a few days we heard about this from as far as Texas and Hawaii, but
very shortly it became white again and all was calm again.

The major potential change is the planning for a new elementary
school which would replace the present Pierce School which is no
longer large enough to keep up with the population growth. The Town
voted to make available to the School District, a piece of land on
Route 202 for a new school and would swap it for the old Pierce School
when completed. A Bond issue including this project failed the
necessary two thirds vote in the fall but will be up again this March.
When accomplished, this could have a major impact on the Town - its
appearance and its future.

The Society continues to accumulate funds towards their plans for
a new building and also to provide the financial resources for the
planned publication of a Pictorial History of Bennington.
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RECREATION
It has been a busy year!
We have once again lost our leader of
Craftsreation. Thank you Karen for all you did. We have managed to
keep it going by providing projects for this special group each month
and by their willingness to go on without a leader.

We feel compelled to point out some of the expenses in our
budget. We know that to some a $9,000.00 budget seems high, but in
reality, we take almost half of that right off the top to provide a
lifeguard salary, eguipment and supplies for the beach, and upkeep
expenses for both the ballpark and the beach.
We have put in a lot of time and energy to provide the best
recreation at the least possible cost.
We have held game nights for 40 to 50 children at almost no cost.

We have held our third annual Haunted Hayride for more than 300
"fans" and have spent $200.00 to do this.
We especially thank
exciting skits along the
enthusiasm you gave us.
gift to us to be used in

our drivers- and all of you who provided many
route. Thanks for all the time and
Special thanks to "Smitty" for his special
all future hayrides.

We have tried a soccer program and hopefully next year we can
improve it with more practice and games with other leagues. Thank
you coaches!
We have attempted to obtain another area for baseball and so far
have met many obstacles but our search and struggle will go on.
We have again provided gifts for our Town children. We have
spent much time in shopping for the best possible gifts at the most
reasonable prices, and we would like to give special thanks to a very
special Santa for all his help.
Recreation Committee

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
This department had a guiet year with no expenditures. However,
1989 is expected to be busier due to more involvement with state
public health, especially in relation to "sanitary production and
distribution of food", water and landfill problems.

The sewer system is 100% successful within its limits, but we
must now concentrate on the septic problems outside the village, many
of them attached to trailers and/ or mobile homes.

Barbara Huntley,
Health Officer
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WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Again, with the help of outside services, we have been able to
take care of our needy and, at the same time, keep our expenditures
down to a reasonable $1,172.19. Due to cutbacks from Medicare and
I urge all Medicare
Medicaid, $363.41 was spent on prescription drugs.
recipients to call 224-1909 and apply for the new "Medicare courtesy
card". This will help doctors and patients work together regarding
medical bills not exceeding the limits Medicare will pay. Please feel
free to call on me with any health and welfare problems, especially
senior citizens.

Barbara Huntley,
Overseer of Public Welfare
PARENT & TEACHERS ORGANIZATION (P.T.O.)
This is Pierce School's Parent and Teacher Organization's fourth
year.
P.T.O. was initially organized by Karen Deliguori and
interested Pierce School parents. The ongoing goals of the P.T.O.
are:
1

To provide an avenue of communication between parents and the
school which will enhance mutual understanding.

2.

To conduct fund raising events which will provide funds for
P.T.O. and agreed upon expenditures which will enrich the
learning experience for children at Pierce School.

A few of the fund raisers P.T.O. has been involved with include
the fall bike-a-thon, catalogue sales and ongoing bake sales.
Some of the activities that our fund raisers have made possible
over the past four years include the annual Christmas buffet held for
the students at the fire hall, the purchasing of the classroom area
rugs, an all school activity list, publishing equipment for the
children's stories, the sponsoring of the school photos, and ongoing
fund raising for the possible purchase of a computer.
This year the P.T.O. established the volunteer parent safety
patrol that helps children every school day morning to cross the main
roads to the playground.

We thank all the parents for their continuing support of P.T.O.
through their presence and contributions of time, money and baked
goods. We anticipate continuing and growing success for P.T.O..
Any parent /guardian interested in the objectives of the Pierce
School P.T.O. and are willing to give a little time may become a
member. P.T.O. meets every second Tuesday of the month at the school
at 7:00 p.m..

Deborah Wilk,
President
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G.E.P. DODGE LIBRARY REPORT
1988 has been a year of expansion for the GEP Dodge Library. We
have grown in number of patrons registered and in number of books
available to these patrons. Both our new and old patrons have been
very active in making their reading needs known and we in turn have
tried to fulfill their requests.

A couple of areas that our library lacked resources in were books
on science and nature for children in grades 1-6 and in more best
sellers for adults. Over the past year we have developed an excellent
collection that has provided reference for Pierce School students.
The McNaughton book lease company has been a source for best
sellers. Nearly everything that comes out on the best sellers list is
available from them and can be in our library within a couple of
weeks. This has kept our voracious readers happy. Our paperback
collection is ever expanding. Thank you to those who donated recent
and popular publications. These books help to round off our best
sellers, mysteries and romances.

We have several new additions in our collection of weekly and
monthly periodicals: Sports Illustrated, Consumer Reports, Monadnock
Magazine, People and the donations of Redbook, Good Housekeeping, and
Boy's Life.
Our adult references are being updated as well. We now have a
new set of adult encyclopedias to compliment our current children's
encyclopedia. Academic American has a different format than World
Book's and between the two encyclopedias and other reference materials
found in the library, students and adults can collect a good assortment
of information on any given topic.
For the upcoming year we will concentrate on purchasing picture
and "read aloud" books for grades 1-4, paperback books for grades 5-8,
social studies books for grades 1-4, and classics to replace those that
have worn out and for missing editions.
In adult books we will
continue to maintain our supply of new fiction in both paperback and
hardcover, and too, the ever popular "How To" and craft books.

A new area of collections in our library has begun. We are
collecting complete sets of games and puzzles to enter into
circulation. This is a popular selection for families who don't wish
to invest in games and puzzles and yet want to have a variety for game
night with their families on cold winter evenings, rainy days, and at
a summer vacation spot.
One of our goals for this upcoming year is to develop a Friends
of the Library group. This association can help the library with new
community programs, with summer and holiday activities for students
and pre-school, with raising funds for special materials and projects,
and with promoting good public relations between the library and the
town people.
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The library has been the site of several programs this year.
This past summer we had a successful children's reading program with
forty four children between the ages of 4 and 13 signed up to
participate. The theme was "Animals in the Wild". At the end of the
six week program we had a party on the front lawn of the library and
participants received awards and a Chameleon bookmark.

Another program held this year was a poetry reading the week
before Thanksgiving. Sixty people attended and most expressed a
desire for more of such programs. Last tax season a representative
from the VITA program came every Wednesday evening between January and
April 15th to give free advice on how to complete the federal income
tax forms. The program was well attended and will be repeated for
1989 's tax season.

We continue to have school children in for stories and to check
out books. These students come from both Pierce school and the local
pre-school and day care center. No one is left out. To provide a
story time for any children not yet in school, we have an additional
half hour once a week.
Bennington and the library suffered a great loss when Trustee
Deborah MacGregor passed away this fall. She was very active in the
rejuvenation of our library. Her special area of interest was the
children's room and all of her goals for that room were able to be
completed under her direction. Her husband, Joe MacGregor, who had
worked along with her right from the beginning of the library's
renovations, has taken her place and is continuing the outstanding
work she had started. We were all fortunate to have known and worked
with her and we will miss her dearly. Debbie left a beautiful and
vital legacy for the community.
Leslie Brown
Librarian

LIBRARY TREASURY REPORT
Receipts:
Cash on hand January 1, 1988
$ 2,004.66
7,299.63
Trust Funds Dividends
Trust Funds, Capital Improvement
Funds
6,501.89
149.75
NOW Account Interest
Donations/Book Sales
40.00
State Grant
109.44

$16,105.37

Disbursements
Library Assistant Wages
Books and Magazines
Building Maintenance and
Services
Capital Improvements and
Repairs
Office Expenses
Education/Training/Conferences
Gifts and Donations
Petty Cash/Special Programs

$

223.00
3,807.14

768.86

6,810.39
824.75
201 . 00

65.00
310.00
$

Cash on hand January

1

,

1989

13,010.14
$
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3,095.23

EDWARD E. FRENCH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
At the March 1988 Town Meeting the Selectmen and other Town
Officials were particularly pleased to be able to pay tribute to
Edward French, Town Clerk, who had, over the years, contributed so
much in the way of time and help to the Town of Bennington. That
particular tribute is incorporated in the minutes of that meeting
which you will find printed elsewhere in the Town Report.

At that time, with the help and assistance of a great number of
people who had the benefit of his help and assistance over the years,
we collected $2,225.00 and established a scholarship fund in his name.
Arrangements were made to invest the money at the Peterborough Savings
Bank and Mrs. Stephen Chase Jr. acted as liaison with the Conval
School Administration in arriving at a selection of a Bennington
student to be awarded an annual scholarship. The Selectmen were
responsible for the investment of the scholarship fund and the first
annual scholarship of $500.00 was awarded to Anita Handy.
At the time that Ed French died during the summer of 1988, the
family requested that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the
scholarship account and a total of an additional $1,480.00 was
contributed and added to the scholarship fund.
The fund should be able to pay a $500.00 scholarship to a
Bennington graduate of the Conval School District going on to college
Ed French's friends and associates
for a great many years to come.
are happy that this continuing tribute to his memory and to his
contributions to the Town of Bennington should continue for many, many
years. As of December 31, 1988, there is $1,732.00 in a CD maturing
in June 1989, plus $1,500.00 in a CD maturing at the end of April in
1990.
In addition, there is, in a Peterborough Money Market account,
a small current balance.

Original
March
Memorial
After

Contribution at
1988 Town Meeting
Contributions
His Death

$2,225.00
1,480.00
3,705.00

Interest Earned on Money
Market Account

46.48
3,751.48
500.00
3,251.48

1988 Scholarship

Balance Consists Of:
One Year CD. Due in June 1989
Eighteen Month CD. Due in May 1990

Money Market Account December 31, 1988
Less Outstanding Check to
Hesser Business College
Balance

1,732.00
1,500.00
3,232.00

$519.48

500.00
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V.F.W. MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM

The Brown and Knight Post #8268 V.F.W. along with Myers-OlsonPrescott Post #50 American Legion, in memory of all Veterans past and
present, as well as all those gone before, to whom we owe our freedoms
once again, participated in the customary programs and parades in
Bennington, Antrim, and Greenfield.

There were military honor guards at memorial monument locations
with prayers, color guards, firing squads, and buglers.

We appreciate the participation of the Antrim Middle School Band,
the two buglers, the scouts, members of the various Police Departments,
as well as all others that turn out to help or just observe.
Sodas, etc. were made available for the band, scouts, children,
etc. at the Bennington Country Store and at the Posts. Wreaths were
purchased as well as 12 bronze flag markers and 144 grave flags. Many
hours were spent and expenditures totaled $688.20. We thank the town
of Bennington for their appropriations this year.

Herb Flanders,
VFW Post #8268

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
1988 Review and Update

The Capital Improvements Committee met late in the fall of 1988
to review the Capital Improvements Program and the projected needs for
the town.

The Committee and the Selectmen agreed that they would propose
what has been planned in the program for 1989: a replacement police
cruiser and a new pumper/ tanker for the Fire Department.
The Conmittee also decided after a review of the town roads that
the major planning for 1990 and 1991 should be for substantial road
improvements
The Committee also reviewed the current status of the landfill
and decided that it would be wise and necessary to begin a new capital
reserve program this year to provide for the eventual capping and
closing of the landfill.

We will plan in 1989 to make a final cover on the portion of the
land first used when the landfill was opened in 1972. The remaining
portion of the landfill will be covered in the coming years.
The total annual contribution to the capital reserve fund that we
It is a
will be proposing beginning in 1989 is $90,000.00 per year.
large sum of money, but at the same time, it's the minimum that the
committee feels will meet the inevitable long term needs of the
town.
The following is a summary schedule of the current plan:
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PLANNING BOARD
There are four amendments to the Town Zoning Ordinance that will
be on the ballot at Town meeting this year. One item that will be
particularly important to help prevent higher taxes in future years is
I would like to encourage
the Interim Growth Management regulation.
everyone to vote for this regulation as well as the articles also on
the Town ballot to change the school allocation formula based on 75%
egualized valuation and 25% pupil participation. The school formula
change requires a two thirds majority vote so every vote will be needed
from Bennington to make the change happen.
Site Plan Review regulations were developed and adopted by the
Board in the spring. The subdivision regulations were also brought
up-to-date along with a new application fee schedule. Driveway permit
regulations also were adopted in December. Copies of all regulations
and applications are available in the Selectmen's Office.

Two major subdivisions were approved during the year: The 52 unit
condominium development - Birches of Bennington - is located in the
the Crotched Mountain ski area and Marshall Bennett's 11 lot
subdivision will be located at the end of Durgin Road. Several more
subdivisions were also approved.
In addition to normal Planning Board activities,
to develop a long-term Growth Management ordinance as
the Master Plan and Capital Improvements Program. We
help and input of all Town officials and residents as
professional planners to complete this task.

the Board hopes
well as update
will need the
well as

Wayne C. Roy, Chairman

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Bennington Zoning Board of Adjustment heard nine (9)
appeals during 1988. Due to the similar nature of some of these
appeals, the Zoning Board of Adjustment has proposed zoning amendments
to the Planning Board which would allow "In-Law Apartments" provided
certain conditions are met and, in addition, a proposal which would
allow guest cottages. Both proposed amendments to the Zoning
Ordinance would be in the form of Special Exceptions decided before
the Zoning Board of Adjustment. The Board endorses these amendments
and feels that they reflect the needs of the Town.

Residents should be aware that the Board can find itself
involved in complicated and time consuming cases. For example, an
appeal by one applicant following a denial for a request for a
building permit on an undersized lot of approximately .2 acres located
at the intersection of South Bennington Road and Dodge Road has
resulted in several hearings and meetings, hundreds of man hours, the
necessity to contact outside consultants and expenses of approximately
$700.00. Board members should be commended on their dedication, their
patience and for their countless unpaid hours in administering the
Town zoning ordinance and handling other forms of appeals.
Residents may pick up applications for matters which come
before the Zoning Board of Adjustment at the Town Hall, as well as a
list of the requirements which applicants must meet when applying to
the Zoning Board of Adjustment.
John J. Cronin, III, Chairman
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ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

Amendment #1
Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance Article VII by
inserting the following as Section K.
:

K.

Non-conforming Lots of Record
1.

In any district in which single family detached dwellings are
permitted, such a dwelling and customary accessory buildings
may be erected on a vacant lot which was a lawful lot of record
as of the date of the zoning regulations making said lot nonconforming. Such buildings may be erected even though the lot
does not conform to the area or frontage requirements of this
ordinance.

2.

The applicable district requirements for setbacks and other
requirements not involving area or frontage shall still apply
to non-conforming lots of record.

3.

No structure or building shall be erected on a non-conforming
lot of record unless the septic system requirements of the
State of New Hampshire are complied with.

4.

In the event two contiguous non-conforming lots of record are
in common ownership and do not individually meet the district

requirements for setbacks and other requirements not involving
area and frontage shall be deemed to constitute a single lot
for the purpose of complying with this ordinance and shall not
be sold or transferred as separate lots.

Amendment #2: Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance Article XIII:
Section A." Special Exception by inserting the following after number
Insert the letter A before Light Industry.
B.

Guest cottages in association with primary dwellings may be
permitted by special exception in the Rural/Agri cultural District
only if all the following conditions and limitations are met:
1.

There shall be no more than one guest cottage on each lot.

2.

The guest cottage shall be for the sole use of guests or
members of the family of the residents of the principal
dwelling, and shall not be a rental property.

3.

The area of the lot accommodating the principal dwelling and
the guest cottage shall not be less than four (4) acres.

4.

The total living area of a guest cottage shall be less than
seven hundred (700) square feet.
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7:

C.

5.

The sewage disposal system design for the guest cottage shall
have been approved by the New Hampshire Division of Water
Supply and Pollution Control and any other applicable
regulations.

6.

The guest cottage unit shall comply with all other ordinances
of the Rural/Agricultural District.

The addition of not more than one (1) accessory dwelling unit to a
primary dwelling unit may be allowed by special exception if all
the following conditions are met:
1.

Such addition is within or attached to the primary dwelling
unit.

2.

The person or persons who own the lot shall reside in either
the accessory dwelling unit or the primary residence.

3.

The accessory dwelling unit shall be occupied as a residence by
no more than two (2) persons.

4.

The accessory dwelling unit shall have a minimum floor area of
300 sguare feet, but shall not be greater than twenty five
percent (25%) of the total floor area of the building.

5.

The accessory dwelling unit shall have a separate entrance and
shall have adequate egress in case of fire or other hazard.

6.

No change shall be made to the exterior of the residence which
would detract from its appearance as a one family residence.

7.

The sewage disposal system design for the residence, either
existing or as it may be modified, shall have been approved by
the New Hampshire Division of Water Supply and Pollution
Control and any other applicable regulations.

8.

The accessory dwelling unit shall comply with all other
ordinances of the Village District, Rural/Agricultural
District, and Water Resource Protection Zone.

Insert the letter D before Action by Board.

Amendment #3: Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance Article XII by
deleting the following:
12.

Lots in the commercial/recreational district, subdivided for
residential use, may qualify for a density bonus, provided that
dwellings are clustered in a way that protects the Town of
Bennington's agricultural, forestry, water, and aesthetic
resources. The Planning Board may approve an overall density
on a tract of up to 1/2 acre per dwelling unit.
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Amendment #4: Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance by adding a new
Article XVII entitled, "Growth Management: Interim Regulation," said
article to read as follows:
Article XVII - Growth Management:
Section

1.

Section 2.

Interim Regulation

Authority. Pursuant to the provisions of RSA 674:23, the
Town of Bennington hereby enacts Interim Growth Management
Regulations.

Statement of Need. Since 1979, Bennington's population has
increased from 890 to 1,205 in 1988. An average of 12.2
dwelling units per year were approved between 1979 and
Since then, that average has increased to 46
1984.
dwelling units per year for a total of 287 dwelling units
With the combined total of 115 undeveloped
in 9 years.
44 approved units in 1988, and 76 anticipated
lots;
a
235 dwelling units
proposed sub-division lots
population of 1,769 could result by 1990. To allow this
growth to continue at such an uncontrolled rate, will have
a detrimental effect on the Town's ability to provide
services to its citizens including education, recreation,
fire and police protection, adeguate roadways, and solid
waste disposal. The November 28, 1988 Findings of Fact
Report of the Bennington Planning Board serves us as a
basis to this statement.

—

Section

3.

Section 4.

—

The purposes of this Article are as follows:
a.

To insure that the rate of growth of the Town to be
experienced in coming years does not unreasonably
interfere with the Town's capacity for planned orderly
expansion of its services to accommodate such growth.

b.

To authorize and provide time for the Planning Board to
update the 1986 Master Plan and Capital Improvement
Program and develop a growth management process under
the provisions of RSA 674:22 and RSA 674:5.

Definitions
Dwelling Unit - For
dwelling unit means
building consisting
living and sleeping
sanitary facilities
than one (1) family

the purpose of this Article XVII, a
a building or that portion of a
of one (1) or more rooms designed for
purposes, including kitchen and
and intended for occupancy by not more
or household.

Lot of Record - For the purposes of this Article XVII, a
lot of record shall be a lot properly recorded in the
Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds as of January 1, 1989
and further that such lot shall be in separate ownership
and not contiguous with other lots in the same ownership,
unless such lot and any contiguous lots are shown on a
subdivision plat approved by the Planning Board or all said
lots conform to all requirements of the appropriate zoning
district.

Section 5.

Application - This Interim Regulation shall apply to all
subdivision applications, all site plan review
applications, and all building permits.

Section 6.

Regulation - This Interim Regulation hereby imposes the
following requirements:
a.

Any lot subdivided during the period of this regulation
shall not be further subdivided.

b.

No existing lot of record shall be subdivided into more
than three (3) lots. The intended use for each lot
shall be stated on the submitted plat or site plan.

c.

The total number of dwelling units permitted for any
subdivision, site plan or building permit approved
here-under shall not exceed two (2).

Section 7.

Expiration - This Article XVII shall be in force for a
period of twelve (12) months from the date of approval of
the Town Legislative Body or until the earliest effective
date of an Ordinance adopted by the Town under the
provisions of RSA 674:22 which addresses the unusual
circumstances that prompted the adoption of this Zoning
Amendment, whichever first occurs.

Section

Separability - If any article, section, sub-section,
sentence, clause or phrase of this Article XVII is for any
reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
remaining portions of this Article and/or other Town
Regulations in effect at any time.

8.

BENNINGTON PLANNING BOARD
By:
Wayne C. Roy
Elaine Barrett
Frank Cordelle
Herbert Flanders
James Trow
Peter Eppig, alternate
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Cartitied Public Accountants

February

8,

1989

Board of Selectmen
Town of Bennington, New Hampshire
We have audited the financial statements of the various funds
for
and account groups of the Town of Bennington, New Hampshire,
the year ended December 31, 1988, and have issued our report
dated February 8, 1989. As part of our examination, we made a
study and evaluation of the Town's system of internal accounting
control to the extent we considered necessary to evaluate the
system as reguired by generally accepted auditing standards.
Under these standards, the purpose of such an evaluation is to
establish a basis for reliance on the system of internal
accounting control in determining the nature, timing, and extent
of auditing procedures that are necessary for expressing an
opinion on the financial statements.

The objective of internal accounting control is to provide
reasonable, but not absolute, assurance as to the safeguarding of
assets against loss from unauthorized use or disposition and the
financial
preparing
for
reliability
of financial records
The
statements and maintaining accountability for assets.
concept of reasonable assurance recognizes that the cost of a
system of internal accounting control should not exceed derived
necessarily
benefits and that evaluation of these factors
reguires estimates and judgments.

There are inherent limitations that should be recognized in
considering the potential effectiveness of any system of internal
most
control
control.
accounting
In the performance of
misunderstanding
of
procedures,
errors
from
can result
other
carelessness or
instructions,
mistakes of judgment,
personal factors.
Control procedures whose effectiveness depends
upon segregation of duties can be circumvented by collusion.
Similarly,
control procedures can be circumvented intentionally
with respect to the estimates and judgments reguired in the
Further, projection of
preparation of the financial statements.
any evaluation of internal accounting control to future periods
inadeguate
is subject to the risk that the procedures may become
of
because of changes in conditions and that the degree
compliance with the procedures may deteriorate.
Our study of the system of internal accounting control for
the year ending December 31, 1988, would not necessarily disclose
all weaknesses in the system because it was based on selective
tests of accounting records and related data.
The study and
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evaluation disclosed no weaknesses which we consider to be
The recommendations which follow were developed from
material.
our observation of the Town's operations and are not the result
any special study.
of

WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENTS
Fund Accounting

Water and sewer operations are accounted for as line item
accounting
Governmental
of the General Fund.
departments
practice traditionally accounts for activities of this nature in
separate fund in order to facilitate financial management. We
a
urge that the Town establish individual funds to account for
water and sewer activities.
Formal Commitment of Water and Sewer Charges

State law provides that if a municipality commits its water
charges to the tax collector, the process of collection becomes
State law
essentially identical to property tax collection.
requires that sewer charges be committed. We 'were unable to
determine the existence of formal warrants signed by either the
Water or Sewer Commissioners and recommend that such warrants be
prepared in the future.

DEPOSIT OF TAX RECEIPTS

Tax receipts are held for remittance to the Treasurer until
In order to maximize
sufficient volume is on hand for deposit.
cash on hand, to immediately determine that funds are available
to support the checks, and to minimize the risk of loss through
theft or accidental destruction we believe that the Tax Collector
should deposit directly to the Town's account either weekly or
when receipts on hand total $500 as is required under State
regulations for tax collection.

APPROVAL OF INVOICES
During our tests of expenditures we noted no indication that
invoices we approved at the department level before they were
We recommend that
forwarded to the Selectmen for payment.
department heads should indicate their approval of receipt of
goods or services on invoices before they are processed for
payment.
We also believe that Town officials should consider
adopting formal purchasing procedures should be developed in
order to enhance internal accounting control.

PERSONNEL RECORDS
During our tests of payroll we observed that documentation
We believe that sound
employees was not centralized.
business practice requires that records relating to employees and
employment history be maintained. We recommend that the Town
officials consider formalizing employment policies and systems.
for
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ACCOUNTING SYSTEM
During 1988 Town operated a single entry accounting system
basically designed by the State of New Hampshire Tax Commission
We realize that the Town is in the process of
in the mid-1930' s.
converting to a computerized accounting system and commend Town
officials for their foresight. We urge that a written plan be
developed to implement the new accounting system.
TOWN CLERK FILING SYSTEM
We noted that motor vehicle permits were filed in the order
We
which they appear in the Town Clerk's cash journal.
believe the Town Clerk could more efficiently locate the permits
if they were filed in alphabetical order.
in

A letter of this nature concentrates on identified problem
areas.
We do not mean to imply criticism of Town officials but
want to highlight areas where we believe operating procedures
could be strengthened. We wish to express our thanks to the
Officials of the Town for their assistance during the course of
our audit.

OUlpA
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THE LAST TRAIN TO BENNINGTON
The railroad had served Bennington since the early
s but the last train to Bennington made a delivery to
The so-called
Monadnock Paper Mill on May 29, 1986.
Hillsboro Branch Line now comes out of Nashua only as far as
Wilton.
An era has come to an end.
1870
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